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Plant Identification Resources 
By Noelle Orloff, Associate Extension Specialist and Schutter Lab Diagnostician 

Introduction Field season is starting in earnest for weed managers as spring warms up, and plant identification needs 
are increasing along with the late spring temperatures. Below is a list of links to online publications and resources that 
can help meet many plant identification needs in Montana and regionally. 

MSU Extension Publications 

• Montana’s Noxious Weeds 

• Guide to Exotic Thistles in Montana and how to 
Differentiate from Native Thistles 

• Invasive Grasses in Montana  

• Grass ID Basics 

• Plant ID Basics 

Plant ID Apps 

• Plant ID Apps for your Smartphone (Monthly Weed Post 
article) 

• Montana Grasses 

• Wildflower Search Apps: Apple and Android 

• PictureThis 

• iNaturalist 

MSU Extension YouTube Videos 

• Noxious Weed or Native Plant? Playlist 

• Weed and Plant ID Playlist 

• Grass ID Basics 

• Invasive Annual Grasses 

People Who Can Help 

• Local MSU Extension offices 

• County Weed District offices 

• Schutter Diagnostic Lab 

 

https://msuextension.org/
https://store.msuextension.org/Products/Montanas-Noxious-Weeds-EB0159__EB0159.aspx
https://store.msuextension.org/Products/Guide-to-Exotic-Thistles-in-Montana-and-How-to-Differentiate-from-Native-Thistles-EB0221__EB0221.aspx
https://store.msuextension.org/Products/Guide-to-Exotic-Thistles-in-Montana-and-How-to-Differentiate-from-Native-Thistles-EB0221__EB0221.aspx
https://store.msuextension.org/Products/Invasive-Grasses-in-Montana-4639__4639.aspx
https://store.msuextension.org/Products/Grass-Identification-Basics-MT201402AG__MT201402AG.aspx
https://store.msuextension.org/Products/Plant-Identification-Basics-MT201304AG__MT201304AG.aspx
https://www.montana.edu/extension/invasiveplants/extension/monthly-weed-posts/2022-april-plant-identification-apps.html
https://www.highcountryapps.com/flora-apps/montana-grasses
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/wildflowers-of-montana/id1095185566
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.wildflowersearch.mtwildflowers
https://www.picturethisai.com/
https://www.inaturalist.org/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLAIkOOshMfC5gi9pDIyx0Cp21YlsDAnmf
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLAIkOOshMfC6yu4LjnNhlq8OZCm1O7H__
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wZzpbH8_gls&list=PLAIkOOshMfC6yu4LjnNhlq8OZCm1O7H__&index=7&t=108s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=if2wKRfdWYY&list=PLAIkOOshMfC6yu4LjnNhlq8OZCm1O7H__&index=1&t=16s
https://extension.montana.edu/localoffices.html
https://www.mtweed.org/weeds/weed-districts/
https://www.montana.edu/extension/diagnostics/
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