Seeking One to Two Crew Members
February, March, and April
Fishing / Cruising
Florida Keys and Bahamas

Boat owner seeking one to two candidates who are eager to gain experience helping to crew a Cutwater 32CB .  Enthusiasm for boating, fishing, and travel more important than a detailed maritime resume.  The ideal candidates are seeking “mile building”  experience to apply towards a maritime certificate such as the USCG Charter Captain License, USCG Master’s License, or similar certification that will lead to employment in the maritime industry.  This is a mostly volunteer crew position.  Normal expenses while on board will be paid including air travel to and from Florida if required.  Will include a modest monthly stipend ($1K).  This is owner’s first boat.    
Minimum requirements:  Valid passport that does not expire for one year.  Valid driver’s license (US = Real ID).  Eighteen years of age.  No drug use.  Strong swimmer.   Demonstrated interest in boating, oceans, water-sports, and saltwater fishing. 
Ideal background: Outdoors oriented.  Strong work ethic.  Desire and ability to travel.  Have already started accumulating maritime days that will count towards future certificate and employment.  Like to read and enjoy solo time.  Enjoy online research and tutorials.  Students taking online courses will have access to Starlink.  
Within the first month, you will be expected to learn and demonstrate all of the basics of safe powerboat operation.  This includes navigation, piloting, radio use, weather, the boat’s electrical and mechanical systems, fishing techniques and skills, safety, and first-aid.  You will be expected to help with all aspects of crewing including cooking, cleaning, boat maintenance, shopping for supplies, fishing,  etc.  You will be expected to research and begin acquiring the local knowledge and skills that seasoned crew members possess.  

General Plan
Early February – Fort Meyers to Florida Keys
The new boat is scheduled to be delivered to Fort Meyers in late January or early February.  We will work with the dealership on a two-day systems and operation orientation and then conduct a two-day “shakedown trip” looking to see if anything breaks or malfunctions.  Assuming nothing critical needs a longer fix, we will head to the Florida Keys for a week to ten days of reef, blue water, and flats fishing.  Islamorada will likely be our base.  Expected trips to Marquesa Key and Dry Tortugas, Gulf Stream (10 – 20 miles offshore), and Flamingo  region in Everglades National Park. 
Mid-February – Bahamas
Cross the Gulfstream to Bimini, The Berry Islands, and Abaco in the Bahamas.  Target fish:  Wahoo, King Mackerel, Grouper, Snapper, Bonefish.   Learn freediving, snorkeling, spearfishing.  Most nights on anchor or mooring ball.    
Late February / Early March – Bahamas
Owner departs for two to three weeks.  Crew stays with the boat on anchor, mooring ball, and/or marina depending on weather.  Small day trips, fishing, snorkeling, and exploring.  If solo, a friend may join you during this stretch.    
Mid-March  - Bahamas
Owner and family in Bahamas for Spring Break.  Crew may be asked to stay in motel or Airbnb (paid by owner) during this time.  
Late March and Early April – Bahamas, Turks & Caicos, Dominican Republic.  
Fishing  around and exploring Eleuthra, Exuma, Cat Island, DR, Turks & Caicos.  Target species:  Sailfish, Mahi, Wahoo, Yellowfin Tuna, Amberjack, Bonefish, Permit.  More spearfishing, possibly some surfing.  
Mid to Late April – Florida Keys
Return to Islamorada .  Backcountry and reef fishing.  Trailer boat to Fort Meyers for repairs and servicing.  End of trip.  

Preview:  Late May through September – Alaska, BC Coast, San Juan Islands.  

Interested candidates should email a cover letter and resume to:  peter@hardscrabbleranch.com
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