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October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month
By Christian Sarver, Director  

 MSU VOICE Center

Domestic violence is a crime that contradicts our notions of safety, and challenges us to reconsider what situations and individuals constitute threats to our well being.  Conventional wisdom says that our homes are haven from the danger of city streets or dark alleys.  For many women, this wisdom does not hold true.  According to the Department of Justice, women are more likely to be victimized at a private home (their own or that of a neighbor, friend, or relative) than in any other place.  Common sense tells us that the people we live with and love, our husbands, brothers, fathers, children, are the people most likely to protect us from harm.  Again, in many women's lives, this is not the case.  Close to four million American women are physically abused each year in this country.  According to the FBI, among all female murder victims in 1996, thirty percent were slain by husbands or boyfriends; this compares with three percent of male victims killed by wives or girlfriends.


If such statistics suggest that women are most at risk in their homes, with their partners, then common sense suggests that the safest course of action, in homes where violence occurs, is to leave the abusive relationship.  But leaving a perpetrator does not necessarily increase a victim's safety.  While a woman is living with an abusive partner, he may employ any variety of methods to control her:  prevent her from working outside the home; limit her contact with family and friends; insist on knowing her whereabouts all the time; yell, scream, intimidate her with his anger.  If she leaves, things may get worse.  When denied access to his partner, an abusive individual often engages in escalating levels of violence as a way of reasserting control.  In a 1997 study, the US department of Justice noted that in abusive relationships, the victimization rate of women separated from their husbands was 25 times higher than that of married women.  The FBI estimates that women are at a 75% greater risk of being seriously hurt or killed as they leave violent relationships.  What these numbers suggest is shocking:  in violent homes, staying with the perpetrator may actually be a way of staying safe.


In five years working as an advocate for survivors of sexual and domestic violence, I've worked with victims who left their batterers, and victims who were not allowed to leave; with women who made "smart" choices, and women who made choices that I did not understand; with victims who reported their abuse to the police, and women who were afraid to.  I want to be able to say that I found some common theme amongst those cases that were deemed "successes":  a manual for how to leave, how to do it safely, how to get yourself and your kids out of the batterer's sphere and into another one where you have a home, a job, food on the table, sleep at night.  But I can't.  After years of watching victims struggle against poverty, abuse, violence, isolation, despair, and widespread misconceptions from families and friends, I have redefined my notion of success:  the success cases are the ones where the victim is still alive.  While every victim I worked with has some large degree of courage and determination, those qualities weren't necessarily any indication as to who can leave and who cannot, for who can stay alive and who cannot. 


There are no easy answers.  Domestic violence is a complex problem that requires complex solutions.  It is easy to fall back on pat responses that make us feel safer:  drinking causes battering; mental illness causes battering; anger causes battering.  These responses make us complicit in perpetuating battering, because they let perpetrators off the hook, give him an excuse for his behavior rather than hold him accountable.  True change requires that we listen to the people who know the most about domestic violence:  the victims who live it.  Instead of asking why does the victim stay, ask, what prevents her from leaving?  Lack of money, lack of support, fear of retaliation, isolation, loneliness.  Instead of asking was the victim too nice, too understanding, not firm enough, we might ask how the batterer got away with violent and abusive behavior for as long as he did.  Batterers rarely kill their partners on the first incident, or even the fiftieth or three hundredth time.  We must ask ourselves what can we do as individuals and as communities to hold perpetrators accountable, to remove the barriers that make it impossible for victims to leave violent situations.  We must find some way to get involved before the relationship ends in homicide.

This article was written after the murder of LeeAnn Miller, a Gallatin County resident killed by an abusive ex-husband in 2000. October is Domestic Awareness Month.  To find out more about the issue, call the MSU VOICE Center, 994-7069.
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A Conversation with 

Colleen Mack-Canty

By Nicole Osborne

I never identified myself as a feminist, nor was I comfortable with the word until I discovered the Women's Studies minor at MSU.  An Ecofeminism class drew my attention to the topic.  I never had a problem being labeled as an environmentalist, and a class exploring the correlation between women and the environment held enormous appeal for me.  Through this class, I discovered that I am a feminist and I am proud to be labeled as such.  Over the last three years the Women's Studies minor has educated me, enlightened me, and helped me explore who I am.  Because of my positive experiences in the Women's Studies program, I decided to discuss it with one of the many brilliant professors who teach these courses and write about it for this newsletter to help educate other women and men on what this minor can offer them.


Dr. Colleen Mack-Canty is an Assistant Professor in the Political Science department who has taught at MSU for four years.  She has a Ph.D. in Political Science with an emphasis on women in politics from the University of Oregon.  She teaches the Women in Politics class as well as other Political Science courses.  She has also taught the Introduction to Feminist Theory and Methodology 201H course and is currently the co-chair of the Women's Studies Minor committee.  We discussed  the minor and the Introduction course, why they are important for all students and how they may affect those students who enroll.  


Dr. Mack-Canty said students planning to minor in Women's Studies select their own faculty advisor who helps them plan their program, but all students study the fundamentals of women's scholarship and learn how to apply principles of feminist theory to their individual majors.  While some students may start the minor with Introduction to Feminist Theory and Methodologies, other students take foundation courses offered by various academic departments, such as Women in Literature, Women in History, Women in Politics, etc. and from there complete the minor.


Dr. Mack-Canty points out that young people today sometimes receive misleading impressions of feminism from popular culture.  A common assumption is that the feminist movement has accomplished its goals: that we are in an era of Post feminism.  Another assumption often made is that feminism is a movement for predominately white middle class women who want to get ahead in their careers and therefore is unimportant to students with social concerns.  The Humanities 201 course aims to provide students with some knowledge of the condition of women, historically and currently.  Much of the history focuses on women's activism and how it affects our lives today.  Many young women are not aware of sexism in their lives until they leave college, join the work force and/or marry and have children.  These classes, hopefully, will help prepare them for the "real" world.  

  
In her Introduction course, students study variations within feminist theory such as liberal feminism, socialist feminism, radical feminism and how feminism is developing its theories today from different women's perspectives.  Dr. Mack-Canty frames both feminist theories and feminist activism within historical stages of feminism; first wave, second wave and what many scholars see today as third stage or wave of feminism.  Dr. Mack-Canty also emphasizes that feminist theory is evolving by tapping into the wide variety of female voices, experiences and locations.

Finally, she is interested in helping young women find their critical voices.  In her class, students examine areas of feminism that mainstream culture does not always put forth.  Students read anthologies that are written by young women from differing races, ethnicities, sexual preferences, socio-economic groups and geographical locations.  Essays in these anthologies focus on young women's own experiences, and how different forms of oppression often intersect with their individual lives.   


Dr. Mack-Canty emphasized that students interested in the minor are invited to attend the Women's Studies reception on October 25th.   For more information on the Women's Studies minor, students can stop by or call Dr. Susan Kollin in English who is the academic contact person for the minor, or Stephanie Cunningham in the Dean of Letters and Science, or the Women's Center in Hamilton Hall.   
Sack Lunch Seminars









       Fall 2001


 Wednesdays Noon to 1:00 p.m. in the SUB




Sponsored by MSU Women's Center

October 31

Object of Desire - Subject to Depression                                                    
SUB 106E

Lisa Homeke, Psy.D.  Assistant Director of Training at MSU, and private practitioner in Bozeman, will present this talk on the social, cultural, political and psychological factors of depression in women.  Join us for this dialogue and consideration of feminist perspectives as we seek to better understand the influence of gender polarity on depression.     

November 7

Affirmative Action at MSU  


           
                                        
SUB 106E                                                                                                     

Join Corky Bush, Director of Affirmative Action at MSU, for an informative discussion of the services provided by this office and an update on non-discrimination law and affirmative action standards nationally.  
November 14

Foster Parenting: An Overview of "The System"                                        
SUB 106E

Lesa Maher, Crisis and Respite Care Coordinator for Hearts and Homes Family Resource Network and a licensed foster parent, will facilitate this panel overview of the foster parenting system.  They will give examples of the many reasons people become involved with foster care, removals and placements of children within the system, and the local resources available.
November 28

Bon Voyage! Living and Volunteering in France                                        
 SUB 106E
Ada Giusti, MSU professor of modern languages, and several MSU students will talk about their experiences while living in France and volunteering with several humanitarian and social service organizations.  Professor Giusti is establishing a service-learning component to MSU's exchange program with the University of Montpellier in France.  Come check out new and exciting opportunities abroad!

December 5

HIV in Perspective  





                             SUB 106E


Each day, 15,000 new people are infected with HIV around the world.  Come to this seminar for a more personal perspective of HIV on campus, in Montana, and around the world.   Shawna Hedlund, Director of the AIDS Network of Southern Montana, will discuss behaviors that put people at risk, our best defenses against this disease, and a prognosis on the future of this epidemic.  
Sack Lunch Seminars are free, fun, informal, and open to everyone!  Feel free to bring your lunch and join us!

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Mental Health Services Available to 

Women on Campus

By Cheryl Blank, Ph.D.

MSU's Counseling and Psychological Services (CPS) offers a variety of mental health services to women on campus.  Services include individual, couples, and group therapy and are confidential and free of charge for full time students or those who have paid the health service fee.

Examples of issues that women commonly pursue counseling for at CPS include:  depression, anxiety, trauma related issues, relationship concerns, eating disorders, substance use, parenting, and identity exploration.  However, any issue women would like to explore to further personal growth or converse about can be addressed.


As noted above, counseling can be done with the same individual counselor over a number of sessions, or in couples or group therapy. 

 This semester's group counseling topics include Recovering from Bulimia; Dream Interpretation; Ending Relationships; Sexual Abuse Survivors; a women's support group; "general" group therapy; and anger management.  Groups are small (5-8 people), confidential, and are facilitated by two counselors.


In addition to counseling services, CPS provides an array of educational and information workshops.  Professional staff is available to speak to different campus groups on a variety of topics.  All seminars are free and informative.  In addition, watch for informational articles in the Exponent.


CPS is located in 211 Swingle Hall, adjacent to the SUB and above the health center.  To make an appointment or to obtain more information regarding counseling services, workshop topics, and upcoming seminars, please call 994-4531, stop in, or visit our website at www.montana.edu/wwwcc.
Local Resources for Women
AIDS Network of Southern Montana, 582-1110

Battered Women's Network (24-hour Shelter & Crisis Line, 

586-4111

Bridger Clinic, Inc. (Reproductive Health Care), 587-0681

Child Care Connections, 587-7786

HELP Center (24-Hour crisis line), 586-3333

Montana Hotline for Domestic Violence & Sexual Assault 

(24-hour line), 1-800-655-7867

MSU Campus Security (24-hour emergency), 994-2121

MSU Counseling and Psychological Services, 994-4531

MSU Student Health Services, 994-2311

MSU VOICE Center (Victim Options In the Campus 

Environment), 994-7069 (24-hour line)

MSU Women's Center, 994-3836


Women's Voices for the Earth, 406-543-3747 (Missoula)

Q-MSU: What's Happening

By Nicole Osborne

Q-MSU is a campus based student organization for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender students, staff and community members in Bozeman. We are currently holding weekly meetings and have had great response so far this fall. October 11th was National Coming Out Day and Q-MSU once again celebrated by placing the "closet" on the campus Mall to represent our LGBT students and to symbolize the struggles of coming out of the closet.  We left a message board nearby for people to write on and received lots of comments that created an active dialogue.  Thanks to those of you who participated in building and renovating the closet, transporting the closet and also those of you who engaged in that dialogue.  

All LGBT students and community members are welcome at our Monday night meetings as well as parents, friends and allies. Meetings are confidential.  To find out where meetings are or to get more information about Q-MSU, contact us at 994-4551, e-mail us at q-msu@montana.edu, or visit our website at wwwqmsu.montana.edu

Get Involved: Opportunities at the Women's Center

The Women's Center is a great place to contribute your energy and learn valuable workplace skills.  We offer exciting opportunities in program planning as well as training in general office duties--a great way to enhance your resume while working on issues that are important to you. If you are interested in volunteering or doing an internship at the Women's Center, stop by or call us at 994-3836.

Mark Your Calendar:

Women's Center Open House, November 14th, 4:00-6:00

