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�
March is Women’s History Month Why?                                                                                                       Because women’s work is never done and is underpaid or  boring or repetitious and we’re the first to get the sack and what we look like is more important than what we do and if we get raped it’s our fault and if we get bashed we must have provoked it and if we raise our voices we’re nagging bitches and if we enjoy sex we’re nymphos and if we don’t we’re frigid and if we love women it’s because we can’t get a “real man” and if we ask our doctor too many questions we’re neurotic and/or pushy and if we expect community care for children we’re selfish and if we stand up for our rights we’re aggressive and “unfeminine” and if we don’t we’re typical weak females and if we want to get married we’re out to trap a man and if we don’t we’re unnatural and because we still can’t get an adequate safe contraceptive but men can walk on the moon and if we can’t cope or don’t want a pregnancy we’re made to feel guilty about abortion and…for lots and lots of other reasons we are part of the women’s liberation movement and we need a women’s history month.


-Feminist Proverb





 BE A PART OF THE ACTION - CELEBRATE NATIONAL WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH!  








Women Studies at MSU: A Student Perspective   


An Interview with Shelli Jordan


By Betsy Danforth


“The College of Letters and Science, in conjunction with all other colleges at MSU offers an interdisciplinary minor in Women’s Studies.  Women’s Studies challenges students to analyze the social, political, psychological, religious and economic factors which have shaped women’s lives over time and across cultures.  It encourages students to examine the ways gender affects human life and addresses the interplay of race, ethnicity, class and sexual orientation in determining social roles and cultural values.”


 -MSU Women’s Studies Brochure





The Women’s Center staff  wanted to feature an article in this Women’s History Month issue of the Womanifesto to highlight MSU’s Women’s Studies Minor program.  We decided the best way to go about this would be to talk with one of the students in the minor who is currently working on her capstone project (the final independent study project completed during a student’s senior year).  The following are excerpts from an interview with Shelli Jordan.


Womanifesto (WF):  Hi, Shelli, thanks for agreeing to do this interview with us.  What made you decide to pursue a Women’s Studies Minor (WSM)?


Shelli Jordan (SJ): I was always interested in gender issues and I had taken a few  Women’s Studies (WS) classes, “Women in America,” “Women in Asia,” etc., mostly history courses.  The professors of those courses were good about making us aware of the WSM. The information which professors gave us listed a lot of the courses I was interested in, so I decided to go ahead and pursue a WSM. WF: Did you study gender issues in high school at all?


SJ: We talked a little bit about gender issues in a couple of Psychology classes, and discussed ideas that I didn’t necessarily agree with, that women and men are inherently different,  “Men Are From Mars, Women Are From Venus” types of things.  I believe many of these theories oversimplify the issues.  I knew then that I wanted to explore gender studies more.


WF: Once you found out about the WSM, was it easy to get enrolled in the program?


SJ: Very much so.  The greatest thing about the Women’s Studies program at MSU is that we have excellent teachers.  As far as WS go, there are many issues I had not yet considered.  We have an extraordinary set of professors who do an outstanding job of bringing to light those issues which many of us never address because they are so covert in our culture, as far as gender oppression goes.


WF: Who are some of the professors you’ve had that you really enjoyed in the program?


SJ: I’ve taken most of my WS classes in the History Department since that’s my major, and have really liked them all.  Michelle Maskiell, and Mary Murphy are wonderful as well as Billy Smith and Melody Zajdel.  Unfortunately, I don’t have time to take “Women in Religion” with Lynda Sexson which is a shame, because I’ve heard that is a great class, too.


WF: So, you’ve been happy with the minor, the accessibility to faculty, the courses, etc.?


SJ: Yes, very happy.  The only suggestion I would have for the program is that it be called “Gender Studies”  in order to make it more attractive and accessible to males.  Many of the issues and courses are really about gender relations and I think males would be more interested in taking WS courses if they were labeled differently.  We need men taking these courses too in order to incite change and progress. It would serve cultures better if men and women were both being taught the same theories because I think many men go through life unaware of the implications of their behaviors. 


WF: I wanted to talk with you about your capstone project.  What is the topic you chose?


SJ: I’m looking at the Women’s movement in the 1960s and 70s  and  how it split with the civil rights movement and became a predominately white, middle- class movement.  Non-white women were somewhat alienated and racial issues were not a primary concern for the early feminists.  I’m looking at the intricacies of how it became a movement in the first place, how it basically started with women looking at their own lives and feeling disenchanted, and how that eventually emerged into looking at more radical notions of patriarchy and why women were delegated as mothers and caretakers.


WF: How did you pick this particular topic?


SJ: The two key areas that have interested me in History are gender and race.  I’ve taken a couple of classes from Billy Smith,  “Race in America” and “African American History” in which we covered a lot about the civil rights movement, and he is very in tune with gender issues and discussed them a lot in class. I think it’s fascinating how these same issues which came up in the 60s and 70s are still concerns today 


 The right wing movement has been able to make “Feminism” a dirty word since the issues are not always in the forefront.  When we focus on what the actual issues are, I believe there would be a lot more people willing to call themselves feminists  They may not be considered radical, but I think the majority of people would consider their beliefs to be in line with liberal feminism. 


WF: You’re right that the right wing movement has been successful at making many people feel that there is no longer a need for feminism, that the feminism which exists today is hysterical and unnecessary.  Yet, if we look at the actual statistics, we see that women are still not receiving equal pay for equal work, and that we are still being battered and raped in huge numbers. Looking at a more global picture, many women in other countries are suffering atrocities we cannot image. Does your research cover only the 60’s and 70’s, or do you bring it into present day?


SJ: I may add some present day information in my conclusion, but will be primarily focusing on that era.  I am limited to 35 pages and obviously could write a lot more on any one segment of this research!


WF: Anything outstanding that you’ve found in your reassert so far?


SJ: The two things that are most fascinating to me now are the primary articles I have come across which portray how much racial conflict there really was during that time. “Woman” is not an essential category, every woman is not the same there are so many components that can be applied to the wide variety of humans called women, and so many different needs and concerns have to be dealt with.


The other thing that is interesting to me are the issues which were first brought up by women like Betty Friedan who were so unfulfilled by their lot in life.


WF: Any good books or references you’ve found while doing your research which you’d like to mention to our readers?


SJ: Sara Evans, Personal Politics, is still so pertinent and informative today even though it was written quite awhile ago.  It is one of the best books on the topic. And Paula Giddings’ Where and When They Enter is a very good book. 


WF: Do you do presentations on these papers at the end of the semester?


SJ: Yes, I believe we do, but I’m not sure when or where those will be given. 


WF: Talk a little about your plans and what you’ll do with your degree when you graduate this year.


SJ: I would like to pursue a higher degree in History and Gender Studies.  I think it’s important as a person living and teaching today to have a background in gender studies, it’s something I believe you cannot ignore.  I’d like to teach at the university level, after pursuing Master’s and PH.D degrees.  I’m going to take a year off first, and make a little money before I have to dive into debt again!


WF: Anything else you’d like to add?


SJ:  Anyone who is interested in feminism, get out there and learn and do something! We need people to know what the issues are and be active so that feminism will no longer be a dirty word! 





For more information about the Women’s Studies Minor at  MSU, call Kristin Bay in the Dean of Letters and Science office @ 994-4288. 








Letter from the Director’s Chair 


by Betsy Danforth


Hello everyone and happy 1999.  It’s amazing to think that we are at the end of not only a decade, but an entire century!  The Women’s Center staff is gearing up for National Women’s History Month and we are looking forward to sponsoring a variety of interesting, educational and fun activities to celebrate. We’d like to focus this year’s programming around Montana women in particular.


While planning our programming for Women’s History Month, the staff discussed the necessity and purpose of this month set aside to celebrate the accomplishments and contributions of women throughout the world.  Why do we still need a Women’s History Month?  Why do we, as individuals,  feel that this is such an important occasion?  This led to a discussion of our beliefs in feminism as well as what led each of us to become feminists. What aspects of our own personal histories helped us decide to choose feminism as a belief system?  With this in mind, we agreed to each contribute stories to this edition of the Womanifesto.


Check inside for details about Women’s History Month activities and come help us celebrate!  All programs sponsored by the Women’s Center are free and open to the public.














 






































Yes, I Am a Feminist and…


by Tracy Balcom    


How do any of us  become feminists?  I have always had feminist inclinations, but as a child I did not have the words to express, or the support to understand and define, the injustices I saw around me. When I gave birth to my daughter, my concern about gender relations peaked.  How could I raise a girl in this world with all of these inexplicable problems?  Then I met Elizabeth, my first feminist friend.  Her influence on me was profound.  She had the language that expressed my concerns about the world, and she did not let the people around her get away with the gross misconceptions about gender that have been normalized through our mandatory participation in the patriarchy.  


	Feminism permeates every aspect of my life, it is the jumping off place from which everything that is true for me begins.  It demands me to interpret every situation in terms of gender (often a painful ordeal) and therefore get to the guts of the matter.  Feminisms are the only set of theories that make sense of the world   I  believe that gender issues and patriarchy are at the core of all social problems, if not the cause of most of them.  Feminism is where I begin .  





The Making of a Feminist 


by Jennifer Evenson


If you were to ask me two years ago if I were a feminist, I would have replied, “well, I really don’t know.”  I never felt in touch with myself, morally or emotionally, while growing up. Not knowing who you are can pose problems for anyone. But two years ago, after a series of destructive relationships, I broke down.  I couldn’t speak without crying.  I thought I was weak, letting these bad  relationships get the best of me.  But I came to realize that it wasn’t simply these relationships.  


After two months of solitude, with occasional visits to a counselor, I found what had caused me this endless suffering: my childhood.  I was molested many times when I was young- by an uncle, a sister’s boyfriend, as well as others.  I blocked these terrible memories out for years and tried to live a normal life.  By doing this, I managed to ignore my true feelings and my true self all those years, floating around in disillusionment.  I was angry - very angry.  I realized that the “power” men held over me in the past  made me feel trite and insecure.  I also realized that I, the victim, felt guilt and shame for what had happened to me.  I finally broke down when the guilt I was already feeling was compounded by recent partners.


	For the past two years, I have been rediscovering  and redefining myself. Along the way, I stumbled onto feminism which has enabled me to become more confident and has opened my eyes to see what I want in this world: simple equality.  Forgiving the men in my past has been a struggle, and it is unfortunate that I became a feminist this way (and NO, I DO NOT HATE MEN!) When you have so much taken away from you, it’s not difficult to see how our patriarchal world still finds ways to keep women down.  


Many argue that women have already achieved equality.  But when you come from a small rural town and nine out of your ten best friends have been sexually assaulted in one form or another, you come to realize that something is seriously wrong with our world. Until the multitudes of acts of violence against women stop, until women receive equal pay for equal work,  and until we have equal status in relationships,  I will keep up the fight as a feminist.   


















































Feminism and Me 


by Shelly Bunde Videon


I’m just one person trying to rid myself of ignorance. I feel we are living a sad lie to believe that certain groups of people deserve more privilege than others.  This ignorance has led to a long history of injustice which continues.  I hope that my work and thought will help other people to see that we are more alike than not.     


 


Why Feminism? 


by Betsy Danforth


My feminist beliefs could be attributed to a wide variety of interactions, readings, discussions, and, last but definitely not least, my upbringing.  My mother was a feminist, and though my father would never have considered himself an advocate of women’s rights, he expected his daughters to be independent, finish college, and pursue careers; marriage was not necessarily an expectation. 


I attended a small, all-girl high school in New York City which proved to be an excellent haven from the enormous city.  At Lenox, as would be expected, many close female bonds and connections were made.  Small class sizes allowed for critical analysis of the various subjects that we studied.


  My alma mater, Pitzer College, was one of the first schools to offer a Women’s Studies degree.  I hadn’t considered majoring in Women’s Studies (indeed, I’d never even heard of it), but once I started my coursework, I realized that nothing excited me as much as the Women’s Studies classes I was taking.  I was hooked after taking “Women in Film.”  Once immersed in Women’s Studies, I discovered that my beliefs, which until that time had been undefined, could now safely be labeled “feminism.”  


As Catherine Stimpson once said: “Women’s Studies resurrects women as a proper subject for academic inquiry and thereby makes gender a category for analysis.”  Feminism is not about man-hating, and does not focus solely on the wrongs inflicted upon women by men, it simply provides an opportunity and forum for learning about women and gender roles.  It offers a new scope through which to view the world and questions a belief system that it is too often taken for granted.


Why am I a feminist?  When people ask me this question,  I can only answer that it simply makes sense to me.








Q-MSU: What’s Happening?


This group, formerly known as the Lambda Alliance of Lesbians, Gay Men, Bisexuals and Transgendered Students, is still up and running and meeting weekly.  Meetings are being held on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 PM in SUB room 145.  Upcoming events include the following: a bowling night on February 9th, a dance at the Emerson on Saturday, February 20th and a movie night in March.  New members are always welcome, and if you’d like to meet with someone before a meeting, call 994-4551 and that can be arranged.  Meetings are informal and confidential.  This is a great way to meet some new people, share concerns, get active and participate in some fun activities!































































































MSU’s Safe Space Program


The division of Student Affairs is working to implement a Safe Space program here on campus.  In an attempt to make gay, lesbian and bi-sexual students feel more at home here at MSU, we are putting together this program that will help identify gay friendly offices and individuals on campus.  Staff and faculty members can serve as advocates to gay and lesbian students who often feel alienated, depressed, and alone.  


If you are interested in serving as an advocate and having your office labeled as a Safe Space, please contact Patty Inskeep in Student Activities or Betsy Danforth in the Women’s Center and they will talk with you about what this process entails.  Remember, our gay and lesbian students need love, acceptance, and respect in order to thrive here on our campus.  Be a part of the Safe Space Program and help keep these students at MSU!
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