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Letter From the Director’s Chair 

by Betsy Danforth

Hello there, everyone!  I can’t believe the semester is quickly coming to a close!  Jen, Ali and I have had a terrific semester at the Women’s Center.  The big news of the year is the grand opening of the VOICE (Victim Options in the Campus Environment) Center. Christian Sarver is a great addition to the university staff and has done a terrific job of recruiting and training volunteers, getting the campus population educated about sexual assault and advocating for those survivors of sexual assault and relationship violence who come through her door.  For those of you who did not know, the VOICE Center has moved across the hall to room 14 in Hamilton Hall.  

	The 12th Annual Shannon Weatherly Lecture was a couple of weeks ago and we had an excellent turnout!  Over 300 people showed up to hear Dr. Diana Russell’s lecture on “Pornography and Violence Against Women.”  We hope those who came learned a lot, and thanks to all of you for supporting the Women’s Center’s programs.  Thanks also to all those professors who recommended this lecture to their students.  Diana has given so much to the feminist cause and has dedicated her life to educating people about sexism.  It was a huge honor to host her MSU visit.

	For those of you who haven’t been into the Women’s 



Center lately, we have moved things around a bit.  With the money that we raised from last year’s fund-raiser, we purchased new bookshelves for our ever-growing library.  The old space was too small to handle them all, and frankly, it is not the prettiest room in our office, so volunteer Shelly Videon made a project of moving the whole library into the  nicest room in the house!  The project is almost completed and the library almost organized, so come on in and see it for yourselves!

	Ali’s idea for the “15 Dollars for 15 Years” campaign has paid off and I would like to thank those of you who have contributed to this fund-raiser!  We are holding this campaign throughout the year, so for those of you who have not donated so far…hint hint… it’s not too late!  Our goal is to buy at least one up-to-date book for each section of our library with the money we collect from this campaign.  While cleaning out the library, we realized that many of the books we had were very outdated.  So help us reach this goal…and if you can’t afford $15.00, remember, any amount will help! 

	Our Open House/15th Anniversary celebration was nice, we had a good turnout of people who enjoyed seeing the new set-up and visiting with the staff and each other.  Lots of you participated in our “I am a feminist and…” project which we hope to extend and publicize somewhere on campus.  (If you didn’t make it to the Open 



House and would like to send us a blurb beginning with that phrase, please feel free to send it over to us!)

	We will be offering the Community Systems Grantwriting Workshop once again this April, so if you or someone you know might be interested, let us know and we’ll send a flier your way!

	We have a new Web Page that is sure to knock your socks off!  Check it out by going to the MSU homepage and clicking on the Departments link. Then open up the MSU Women’s Center homepage.  Or the address is:

http://www.montana.edu/~wwwwomen.

We also have an email address, so if you need to get in touch with us it’s:

wwwwomen@montana.edu.  Thanks to Fritz Cochrane for creating a very groovy Web Page!

	It sure is quiet and lonely over here in Hamilton Hall, so come by, check out the office and say “hi!”  Take care and Happy Holidays!





















Women’s Center Staff

Betsy Danforth, Director

Jennifer Knowles, Student Assistant

Alessandra Pollock, Student Assistant

Fifteen Dollars for Fifteen Years

The MSU Women’s Resource Center is celebrating it’s Fifteenth Anniversary this year!  This year we are soliciting contributions of $15 for our 15 years of service on the MSU campus. 

To participate in this campaign and join the list of 15th year anniversary supporters, please mail your check, (payable to the Women’s Center) to:  MSU Women’s Resource Center, 15 Hamilton Hall,  Montana State University,  Bozeman, MT, 59717.  Of course, contributions are welcome throughout our year of celebration.  

We thank our supporters for their continuing generosity; it is very much appreciated.  We hope all our friends will find time to visit our office and help us celebrate this exciting milestone!



Thank You to all the 15th year Anniversary Supporters!

Thanks to everyone who has participated in the $15 for 15 years campaign!



Phyllis Bock

Jill Davis

Julie Hitchcock 

Linda Karell

Colleen Mack-Canty

Kristy McFetridge 

Elizabeth Osborne

Steve Schacht  

Lynda and Michael Sexson





















CURRENT RESOURCES 

available at the MSU WomenÕs Center

* lending library

* resource files

* journals and magazines

* audio and video tapes

* updated do-it-yourself divorce kits

* childcare resources

* peer counseling

* weekly Sack Lunch Seminars

* quarterly newsletter

* updated ÒWomen in the NewsÓ board

* Shannon Weatherly Memorial Lectures

* volunteer opportunities

* WomenÕs History Month activities

* bulletin board listing happenings

*Lambda Alliance contact

* Students Against Sexual Assault contact

* state job listings

*scholarship listings



--come check it out!--





Women’s Center Board of Advisors

Tracy Balcom

Kristi Campbell

Kathy Coles

Jane Dubitzky

Tammy Machowicz Olsztyn

Lynne Merrick

Sonia Reese

Edis Schneider

Jo Anne Salisbury Troxel

Josef Verbanac

Shelly Videon

Cara Wilder

Melody Zajdel

We always need more students,  get involved, be on the board!















































Women-centered Classes, Spring 1998






Women in Literature, ENGL 330, offered in 3 sections taught by:  Melody Zajdel, Sue Kollins, and Amy Thomas




Gender in Latin America, HIST 425, taught by A. Dawson



Women in Asia, HIST 475, taught by Michelle Maskiel



Women in Britain, HIST 480, taught by A. Lord



Gender & Sexuality, HUM 204, taught by Jan Tarlin



Women in American Social Movements, HUM 301, taught by Mary Murphy





These are great classes offered by excellent professors.  Take a women-centered class and let the University know what we want to learn about!















�
Volunteer with an Agenda!



By Jen Knowles



  	Shelly Bunde Videon is the MSU Women’s Center Volunteer Extraordinaire!  Shelly has been involved with the Women’s Center since 1989.  She was a work-study student for three years while she was finishing her undergraduate work in Community Health.  After graduation, Shelly was an active board member from 1992-94, as well as a volunteer.  In 1994 Shelly moved to Minnesota where her strong, determined personality led her to a position as the Executive Assistant at the University of Minnesota’s Women’s Center.  At UM’s Center she did a wide range of work. Her organizational skills, ability to work well with people, and creative feminist applications assisted her in all areas of work.  During her two years in Minnesota, Shelly was the  program supervisor of the work study students and volunteers.  She was in charge of gathering and giving out information and referrals, acted as a receptionist/ secretary and did the accounts.   Shelly was also the Program Manager of a Campus Safety Audit and was in charge of transferring the catalogue of the UM Women’s Center library onto the computer.  

     	Returning to Montana with enthusiasm and new ideas, we are lucky to have Shelly back volunteering at the Women’s Center.  Shelly is currently working on re-organizing and re-categorizing our library.  Although a tedious task at times, Shelly shows up weekly to reconstruct our library in hopes that more students and faculty members will benefit from our unique selection.  

Shelly says she finds the most rewarding aspect of volunteering to be, “Staying in touch with younger women who are interested in current women’s issues and feminism.  It’s revitalizing!”  Shelly is also involved with the Women’s Center to stay in touch with the women’s movement and to keep involved  with women’s issues.  She thinks of the Women’s Center as a very valuable resource on campus and a great place to make friends.  

  	However, there has been a change of atmosphere since Shelly was here in 1994.  Less people are using the office as a study space or a central area for discussions.  The most obvious change to Shelly is that, “There are not as many gay, lesbian, and bisexual students involved.  There seems to be a lack of a core group of people ‘hanging out,’ getting involved in heated discussions, and drinking coffee.” 

  	Things aren’t just changing at the Women’s Center.  Shelly has been busy for almost two years now raising her daughter Hazel, the youngest feminist in Bozeman.  She says her radical feminist activism now is mostly made up of changing the characters in Hazel’s books to girls and women.  Whether working at the Women’s Center with college-aged women or raising a young daughter, Shelly Videon is an extraordinary feminist.  She is a role model for us at the Women’s Center and a wonderful feminist mother.  We thank Shelly for her hours of volunteering at the Center and salute her everyday, consistent feminism.  







Hazel and momma Shelly July 6, 1997








































































